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MINUTES 
MEETING OF VILLAGE OF FRANKFORT 

 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
        JUNE 15, 2022 – VILLAGE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING        
    432 W. NEBRASKA STREET 

 
 
Call to Order: Chair Steward called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M. 

 
 
Commissioners Present: Chair Marcia Steward, David Toepper, Patricia Tutko, 

Vice-Chair Chester Szmurlo 
 
 Commissioners Absent: Secretary Stephanie Kush 
 
Staff Present: Community & Economic Development Director Mike 

Schwarz, Senior Planner Christopher Gruba, Planner Drew 
Duffin 

 
Elected Officials Present: None  

 
A. Election of HPC Officers 

Commissioner Toepper nominated Chair Steward for Committee Chair. 

Chair Steward accepted. 

Motion (#1): Elect Marcia Steward as Chair of the Historic Preservation Commission 
for the 2022-2023 Fiscal Year. 

Motion by: Toepper  Seconded by: Tutko 

Approved: (4-0) 

 

Commissioner Toepper nominated Commissioner Szmurlo for Vice-Chair. 

Commissioner Szmurlo accepted. 

Motion (#2): Elect Chester Szmurlo as Vice-Chair of the Historic Preservation 
Commission for the 2022-2023 Fiscal Year. 

Motion by: Toepper  Seconded by: Tutko 

Approved (4-0) 
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Commissioner Szmurlo nominated Commissioner Kush for Secretary. 

Chair Steward stated that she had spoke to Commissioner Kush, who said that she was 
interested in continuing as Secretary. 

Motion (#3): Elect Stephanie Kush as Secretary of the Historic Preservation 
Commission for the 2022-2023 Fiscal Year. 

Motion by: Szmurlo  Seconded by: Toepper 

Approved: (4-0) 

B. Approval of the Minutes from March 16, 2022 

 

Motion (#4): Approval of the May 18, 2022 minutes. 

Motion by: Toepper Seconded by: Steward 

Approved: (4 to 0) 

 

C. Certificate of Appropriateness: 25 Ash Street – Signage for CheyeWild  

Drew Duffin summarized the application. 

Commissioner Szmurlo asked whether the design of the proposed sign would have a 
visual shading effect or if the letters would be raised. 

The applicant, Cheyenne Wiley, stated she was not sure about raised lettering, but that 
there was a shading effect already on the logo. 

Commissioner Szmurlo asked if there were other examples of pink on signs in the downtown. 

Duffin stated that the existing sign had a band of color along the edge. 

Motion (#5): Approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness for the proposed wall signage 
located at 25 Ash Street, in accordance with the submitted plan.  

Motion by: Szmurlo  Seconded: Steward 

Approved: (4-0) 

 

D. Public Comments  
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There were no members of the public present, so there were no public comments.   

E. Other Business 

a. Update on the CLG Grant for survey of downtown buildings 

Mike Schwarz informed the Historic Preservation Commission that Village staff 
will have to issue an RFP for the survey, since per the Grant Agreement with the 
State of Illinois, the work will cost more than $20,000. Three survey areas were 
proposed with each area expanding out from the first one, which centered on the 
downtown. The plan was to phrase the RFP so that the scope of work included 
the smallest survey area and that submitted proposals would provide price 
estimates for the larger survey areas. Once the RFP is created, it will be posted 
on the Village website as well as the Chicago Tribune. The Illinois State Historic 
Preservation Office also must sign off on whichever firm staff choose to conduct 
the survey, and the Village Board has final say on which firm will be chosen. 
Schwarz stated the plan was to have the firm begin the survey in August, which 
would give them three months of good weather to complete their field work. 

Commissioner Szmurlo asked if the scope of work would come from the Village. 

Schwarz responded it would. 

Chair Steward asked if the survey was budgeted for May 2023. 

Schwarz said that it was. In addition, per the Grant Agreement, the Village will 
bear the up-front costs of the project and be reimbursed by the state for 70% of 
the costs up to $24,500.  

Chair Steward asked if staff had received any phone calls about the survey. 

Schwarz responded that staff had not. However, once the consultant is chosen the 
Village will put out a media release to notify residents about the surveyors and 
their work, which will include taking photographs of resident’s houses. Schwarz 
also noted that the survey will allow for future preservation work.  

Chair Steward noted that the previous survey of the downtown area was not 
completed by the Historic Preservation Commission, but by the Frankfort 
Historical Society.  

Commissioner Szmurlo asked about the possibility of getting another grant for 
future survey work.  

Schwarz responded that it was unlikely for a locality to receive grant funding in 
two consecutive cycles. 

b. Future Goals and Objectives for the Historic Preservation Commission 

Schwarz noted that the Historic Preservation Commission should have goals for 
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